Examples of valuable ‘toys’ for your child are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wooden blocks
Pots, pans and cooking sets
Boxes of all shapes and sizes
Large sheets of paper and washable crayons or watercolour paints
Animals, toy people and vehicle sets
Old clothes for dressing up and pretend play
Toys to ride on or pedal

Toy safety
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Check that the toy is of sound quality or has a Safety Mark (e.g. CE) or LION Mark.
Make sure that the age range of the toy is suitable for your child’s age.
Check for loose parts, small detachable parts or sharp edges.
Any cords or ribbons should be less than 15cm to prevent accidental strangulation.
Avoid giving your young child balloons, small balls, marbles or magnets.
Check toys regularly for wear and tear. Discard if broken.
Keep batteries locked away. Toys should ideally have a screwed-on battery compartment.
Follow the instructions and warnings provided with the toy.
Supervise your young child during play at all times.
Tidy up after playing to prevent tripping.
Ensure that playground equipment is robust and stable, and keep continuous supervision on your young
child using them.
• Ensure that your child uses the appropriate safety gear when on a bicycle, skateboard or rollerblades.
Things to note
• Play with your child but do not take over. Let your child determine the game.
• Talk about what your child is doing and encourage him.
(e.g. “It looks like Dolly is going shopping. What does she want to buy?”)
• Appreciate and encourage your child’s efforts (e.g. display his work on walls or fridge).
• Always ensure a game is safe, especially if using small toys or objects that can easily be put into his mouth.
• Play is about focusing on the process, not the end product.
• Have fun teaching, learning from and bonding with your child!
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